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BUSINESS REPORT

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
64th LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Date: Wednesday, April 8, 2015 Time: 3:00 PM
Place: Capitol Room: 152

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD:
SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families - Sen. Mary Caferro

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder - Sen. Mary Caferro

EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN: None

Comments:

REP. Art Wittich, Chair
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
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MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register
HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Representing

Support

Oppose
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




MONTANA House of Representatives

Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro
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Info

’ Name

W féﬂi’év \QuﬁA CM(J(,(L“

Wu@

Guond d it

]

A L5,
;%/bﬁé@/

N

m%w»hé%géé
7 Z 7 77 7 173

%&é? < & a/ C(/‘/(/V\fu DPH IS | /
IL\HsOﬂ Yal ’ 5lp@<\ PTA fozemon Y
OAC\"E\ Ball (! W K
K&La Hao s, Yoy X
™~

Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives

Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives

Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support | Oppose | Info
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register
HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




MONTANA House of Representatives

Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder

Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written

testimony.




Honorable Legislators

It is not fiscally responsible to rebuild and restaff another set of facilities to rehabilitate the people who
are currently being served at MDC. Lowell Bartels is Interim Chaplain at MDC.

The Montana Development Center in Boulder, MT provides a very well structured environment and
many other services, 24-7, to people who are violent and psychologically unstable. They have been
committed to MDC but they are not all criminals.

MDC provides therapeutic rehabilitation training. Last year 39 clients were admitted and 37 were placed
in the community. 3 returned because they were not able to live safely in the community. Today there
are 50 clients there.

SB 411 to close MDC is a poor plan. The clients served at MDC are a danger to them selves and to
others. Last week they broke 15 more windows, and 5 car windows and that is with almost 1:1 staffing.
41 staff have been injured in the last year. We are not talking about meek and mild. They have been
committed to MDC for a reason. MDC is a treatment center, not a dead end institution. If you do not
have housing and staff of equal quality in place to demonstrate their abilities, this is a no brainer. DO
NOT close a functioning efficient rehabilitation center. Vote NO for SB 411.

Yes, I own my home and live in Boulder, I am an occupational therapist/ retired with 35 years
experience working with people with disabilities of all ages across the state of Montana.

Yes, there has been bad press because of incidents which have occurred : some of the clients have

~committed violent acts against one another, and against staff. It is not always the staff who have
committed abuse. They are so violent and difficult even the state mental hospital in Warm Springs and
other group homes refuse to accept them. Last week 5 clients of AWARE were referred to MDC,
because they were unable to control them.

So, if the center is closed, where will these people go? There is no place in Montana prepared or with
trained staff and with a psychiatrist because they are on psychotropic medications.

Please vote NO to SB Bill 411111 It is critical to the safety of each client, staff member
and the public.

Connie L. Grenz
PO Box 1215
Boulder, MT 59632
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FAX NO. 406 463 3940 P. 02/02

North Central Independént Livi‘ng Services, Inc.

(

1120 25th AVE NE
Black Eagle, MT 59414
Muin Office”  406-452-9834
Toll Free 800-823-6245
Fax 406-453-3940)

' Chair Wittich and House Human Services:

“We, at North Central Independent Living Services, Inc. submit this testimony in support of

- §B411. We believe that strong Home and Community Based Systems do benefit all Monianans
with disabilities. Consumers who live at Montana Developmental Center should be able to live
work, play and receive necessary treatments throughout Montana. This is a civil rights issue for

* Montanans with disabilities. The State

of Montana should implement policies that facilitate and

foster community living .Abuses of Montanans with disabilities bath in institutions and in

© community settings will not be tolerate
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d by Montana’s disability community.

North Central Independent Living Services

1120 25 th Avenue North East
* Black Eagle, Montana 59414
( 406) 452-9834
. neils.patera@bresnan.net




